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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE 
MAYOR 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
  

ALTERATION TO A HISTORIC PROPERTY STAFF REPORT 
 

  Address: 83 Boston Street 
        Case:  HPC 2014.082
Applicant: James & Dina Traniello  

 
Date of Application:   September 26, 2014 

Legal Notice:   Install 2 new fences 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Certificate of Appropriateness 
Date of Public Hearing:  October 21, 2014 
 
 
I. BUILDING DESCRIPTION 
 

Architectural Description: The following italicized text is predominantly from the survey Form B.  
Situated on the north side of Boston Avenue near the top of prospect Hill, the large and elaborate Queen 
Anne house has a steeply pitched hipped roof on the main block with a three story corner turret, which has 
a slate covered conical scalloped slate roof. There are two large gable dormers (one on the main facade 
and one on the east side), projecting from the roof of the main block. The wide wrap entrance porch has a 
pediment with an applied scroll and leaf design and spindle screening which is repeated on the large porte-
cochere on the east side of the house. Other details include the turnip top metal piece on the tower, the 
latticed sash on top floor windows, the turned posts of the porch and porte-cochere, and the large brick 
Queen Anne chimneys. The house is built on a fieldstone block foundation, and is sheathed in shingles. 

 
Historical Context: The following text is predominantly from the survey Form B.  
The property is one of several large single family houses built on Prospect Hill in the late 1800s. It is a fine 
example of an elaborate Queen Anne Style house popular among prosperous businessmen of the area. 
Much of the land of Prospect Hill was subdivided and developed in the 1880s and 1890s. This parcel has 
part of the Hollander estate on Boston Avenue. IN 1891 the estate of Maria T. Hollander was subdivided 
and this lot was sold to J. Abbott Clark who in the next year built this house and sold to Jennie Ayer 
Marden, wife of Frank W. Marden in I892. The house was built on a large 10,000 square foot lot between 
two existing Hollander houses. City Directories state that Marden worked in oils on Purchase Street in 
Boston. Thus he was one of the many prosperous commuters who moved to Prospect Hill during the late 
l9th century building boom. 
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1. Natural materials should be used for fences and walls especially those that can be seen from 
the street.  Appropriate materials are wood, brick, stone and cast iron. Wood fencing should be 
stained or painted to match the house trim.  Materials and style should blend with buildings, 
walls and fences found in the neighborhood. 

 
2. Fences should not be used to screen front yards, rather front yard fences should be open and 

decorative in nature.   
 

The fencing proposed would retain the character of the district as the fence would be composed of 
wood and not obstruct views of the historic dwelling. Additionally, the 6’ fencing would be 
minimally visible from the streetscape. 

III. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Staff recommendation is based on a complete application and supporting materials, as submitted by the 
Applicant, and an analysis of the historic and architectural value and significance of the site, building or structure, 
the general design, arrangement, texture, material and color of the features involved, and the relation of such features 
of buildings and structures in the area, in accordance with the required findings that are considered by the Somerville 
Historic District Ordinance for a Historic District Certificate.  This report may be revised or updated with new a 
recommendation or findings based upon additional information provided to Staff or through more in depth research 
conducted during the public hearing process. 

 
Staff determines that the alteration for which an application for a Historic Certificate has been filed is 
appropriate for and compatible with the preservation and protection of the 83 Boston Street Local Historic 
District. Therefore, Staff recommends the Historic Preservation Commission grant James & Dina Traniello 
a Certificate of Appropriateness to install 4’, 6’, and transitionary fencing in accordance with the picket and 
stockade style proposed; Staff also recommends the transitionary panel be either of the picket or 
stockade style to match one of the two proposed fencing types. This alteration would not be 
“incongruous to the historic aspects or the architectural characteristics of the surroundings and of the 
historic district.”  
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